
SprinGField– one year after illinois
raised individual and corporate income tax
rates, the state remains in a precarious fiscal
position with persistent payment delays – and
the situation is unlikely to significantly
improve in the near-term.

the backlog of unpaid bills from the General
Funds in the Comptroller’s office (ioC)
alone stood at $4.273 billion at the end of this
quarter – and that number only tells part of the
story. Specifically, the total accounts only for
what has been submitted to the Comptroller’s
office for payment, and not what is being
held by state agencies. For example, the
department of Healthcare and Family
Services is holding an estimated $2 billion in
medicaid bills alone, which
was not the case last year.

When those totals are 
combined with other obliga-
tions, including corporate
tax refunds, employee health
insurance and interfund bor-
rowing repayments due to
other state funds, the
Comptroller estimates the
backlog to be around $8.5
billion.

in addition, the level of
unpaid General Funds bills is
up several hundred million
dollars since the end of last
quarter, and has continually
exceeded $3 billion over the
last year. the cash flow situa-
tion is unlikely to improve in
the near-term, as the state this
year will make its pension
payments with current rev-
enues and not bonds, and

medicaid spending is projected to dramati-
cally increase in the next six months.

it should be noted that all Fy 2011 obligations
have now been paid, six months after the end
of the fiscal year. at the end of last fiscal year
(june 2011) there was $3.798 billion in Fy
2011 bills that were outstanding. the
Comptroller’s office then had an additional
$1.353 billion in Fy 2011 vouchers presented
for payment. as a result, more than $5.15 bil-
lion in Fy 2012 revenues have been used to
pay off the previous year’s bills.

the chart of adjusted General revenue Fund
(GrF) balances shows the total on december
31, 2011 to be negative $3.281 billion. at the

same time last year, the adjusted GrF balance
was a negative $5.182 billion, although
approximately $900 million of the december
2010 GrF backlog was pension vouchers that
were later removed when the march 2011
pension bonds were issued.

base revenues increased by 1.4 percent
through the first half of the fiscal year as
increases in income and sales taxes offset
decreases in federal revenues and the transfer
of tobacco bonds revenue. base expenditures
decreased 6.5 percent in the first half because
revenue growth did not fully replace dollars
from last year’s one-time revenue sources,
which included short-term borrowing, tobac-
co bonds and tax amnesty. 
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Little improvement seen one year after tax increases
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BASE REVENUES

the tax increases coupled with higher 
consumer spending, led to overall growth
in state source revenues, which were offset
by declines in “transfers in” and federal 
revenues. in all, General Funds total base
revenue increased $211 million, or 1.4 
percent.  Specifically, individual income
tax receipts grew $2.6 billion or 65.9 
percent in the first half of Fy 2012, while
corporate income tax revenues increased
by $180 million or 24.1 percent. income
tax growth would have appeared higher, as
tax amnesty in the fall of 2010 generated
$36 million in individual and $198 million
in corporate income tax revenues and
changed the timing of the receipt of 
those revenues.

other factors impacting the state’s base rev-
enues so far this fiscal year include:

SALES TAX: Sales tax revenues increased
by $202 million, or 5.8 percent, from last year.
that increase also would have appeared 
higher but for the 2010 tax amnesty, which
accounted for $158 million in additional
receipts last year.

TRANSFERS: “transfers in” declined
$1.136 billion, as last year the state received
$1.25 billion from the tobacco Settlement
recovery Fund after the sale of tobacco bonds
in december. 

Higher transfers from the Capital projects
Fund partially offset that decrease due to reso-
lution of litigation protesting the 2009 liquor
tax increase. Specifically, a $140 million trans-
fer from the protest Fund supported the $215
million transfer from the Capital projects Fund
to the GrF in july. additionally, lottery Fund
transfers were up $3 million, and riverboat
gambling transfers increased $19 million or
10.1 percent. it is also important to note that
those totals do not include transfers from the
budget Stabilization Fund.

FEDERAL REVENUE: Federal revenues
declined $1.636 billion, or 55.2 percent, so far
this fiscal year. the decline is due to a
decrease in the federal reimbursement rate for
medicaid payments and a slowdown in 
payments to providers.

OTHER RECEIPTS: all other state receipts
are up $10 million, or 0.7 percent from last
fiscal year. Specifically, public utility taxes
decreased $37 million (due in part to a timing
issue), and inheritance tax receipts dropped
$31 million. all other sources increased due
to the final payment of $73 million from the
sale of the tenth riverboat license.

BASE EXPENDITURES

State spending increased $309 million in
october and $42 million in november, but
decreased $1.347 billion in december when
compared to last year. the december
decrease was caused by a lack of funding to
address state liabilities. in total, General
Funds base spending decreased by $1.057 
billion, or 6.5 percent, through the second
quarter of Fy 2012.   

SOCIAL SERVICES: the department of
Healthcare and Family Services (dHFS) again
had the largest decrease in vouchers presented
for payment among the major agencies, pre-
senting $1.833 billion or 41.4 percent, less
than a year ago. However, dHFS appropria-
tions are up $539 million in Fy 2012, so a
higher rate of spending for the remainder of
the year is expected as a large amount of bills
is being held at the agency.  the department
of Human Services was down $357 million or
16.2 percent through two quarters.

EDUCATION: State board of education
vouchers increased $6 million, or 0.2 percent,
through december. the agency’s appropria-
tions were down $269 million, so spending is
likely to slow by the end of the year. the
teachers retirement System (trS) vouchers
were up $22 million, while appropriations to
trS are up $2.205 billion. Higher education’s
vouchers presented were up only $19 million,
but appropriations are up $692 million. both
trS’ and Higher education’s spending are
expected to significantly grow as this year’s
pension payments are funded directly, instead
of through bonds as in the last two years. 

ALL OTHER: Spending from all other agen-
cies increased, as the payment requests for
state employees’ retirements were shifted fully
from the agencies to the State employees
retirement System, which has submitted

vouchers on a monthly basis so far in Fy
2012.  department of aging’s spending is up
$139 million, while appropriations are up
only $87 million.

TRANSFERS OUT: transfers out for six
months of Fy 2012 decreased by $401 mil-
lion, or 15.3 percent, when compared to last
year. this excludes transfers of $36 million 
to repay interfund borrowing.

WHAT LIES AHEAD

the next six months will likely see a reversal
of the trends seen in the first half of Fy 2012.
Since the income tax increase took effect last
january, the growth in income tax collections
experienced through the first half of the year
will soon subside. medicaid spending will
likely increase, which will boost federal rev-
enues, but those revenues are forecasted to still
be down significantly for the fiscal year.  

base spending was down through two quar-
ters, but will probably increase dramatically
for the rest of the year. in addition to medicaid
spending returning to higher levels in the sec-
ond half of the year, pension systems vouchers
will surge at the end of the upcoming third
quarter. pension bonds were issued last year in
march and the vouchers were removed from
the spending, showing negative spending by
those agencies from the General Funds. Since
pension funding is from current revenues this
fiscal year, pension spending will increase dra-
matically by the end of the third quarter. 

Significant state payment backlogs remain.
even if current revenue projections hold, the
backlog at ioC is not expected to change
much from last year. at the same time, an
additional $175 million in supplemental
appropriations from the General Funds was
recently passed, illustrating that spending
decisions made by the Governor and General
assembly will impact the state’s fiscal year
end. additionally, significant bills are current-
ly held outside of the Comptroller’s office,
and decision makers will continue to be faced
with difficult budget decisions as payment
delays and backlogs are likely to persist for
the near future. n
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